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BUDDHIST THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION
HANMEAFEBEESTEEER S LETEZMNE

With a special tribute to President Emeritus of the Buddhist Education Foundation of Canada
the Late Venerable Reverend Shi Wu De

REZREZRBHBREEN
Fundraiser for Applied Buddhist Studies at the University of Toronto
Scholarship and Fellowship Funds  Buddhism courses and events

5 FJE Casa Deluz Banquet Hall 1571 Sandhurst Circle, Scarborough Z i IEE 3 300 Bathurst St. (416)
HHA Date: 2015/10/12 28— / Thanksgiving Monday 603-8889

FFf Time: 5:30 pm % & Reception / 6:30 pm AJ& Banquet To purchase tickets by mail E35&:
B %551 Tickets $100/person 1BFi I & tax donation receipt $60 PO Box 64585 UNIONVILLE,

MARKHAM ON L3R 1MO
BuddhistEduFoundation@rogers.com
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20154 H A U H, IEEF L INE KRB ERESE On May 4, 2015, Ching Kwok Temple and the BEFC

i A7 A0 LN T T donated $1 million and $100,000 respectively to the U.
@iﬁ.*ﬁfﬂ i{z?ﬁ%iﬂ;ﬁ fa AR mIet B of Toronto to establish the Shi Wu De Professorship in
JRAL CRERETERMOBERHETE Chinese Buddhist Studies.
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Shi Wu De Professorship in Chinese Buddhist Studies
at Emmanuel College, University of Toronto

It has been nearly a year since we had our annual
vegetarian banquet get-together in last September. As many
of you know, soon after that gathering, at our volunteer
thank-you party in October, 2014, Rev. Wu De announced his
resignation from the Buddhist Education Foundation of
Canada due to poor health. His illness progressed very
rapidly and very sadly he passed away in November 2014.

Rev. Wu De was the founding President of the
Buddhist Education Foundation of Canada in 2001. Under his
leadership, our Foundation had supported undergraduate
courses in Buddhism at the University of Toronto for over
thirteen years, first at the Department for the Study of
Religion, and later at University of Toronto Scarborough and
New College. During this
time, over $600,000 had been
raised and donated to give
young students, primarily
non-Buddhists, the
opportunities to study the
Buddhist teachings. Rev. Wu
De had said that we made the

As aresult, a new Master of Pastoral Buddhist
chaplaincy degree program was created to educate
Buddhist spiritual care professionals

http://www.emmanuel.utoronto.ca/Prospective/
Academic_Programs/mpsbuddhism.htm

By Chris Ng, President, BEFC

September 2014, Emmanuel College expressed interest in
being a partner with the Buddhist community to create a
professorship toward which each party would contribute
funding toward a $3,000,000 endowment.

When Rev. Wu De learned of this potential
partnership, he was already very ill. Despite the severity of
his illness, among the many important affairs he had to look
after in his final weeks with us, he kept Buddhist education at
the University of Toronto in his mind and asked his
community to support the creation of this professorship.
Under the leadership of Rev. Jian Zong, a Shi Wu De
Professorship in Chinese Buddhist Studies was created in
May 2015 to honour his teacher’s legacy in the promotion of
Buddhist education in Canada. As a

result, a new Master of Pastoral
Studies degree program in
Buddhism was created to educate
Buddhist spiritual care
professionals to work in public
institutions such as hospitals, senior
homes, prisons as well as in

donation out of goodwill for

the benefit of the students,

hoping that their connection

with the Buddha Dharma will bring happiness and well being
to them, and in turn the society will benefit. He did not expect
that these students would necessarily come back to serve the
Buddhist community; and, he would of course be equally
happy if they would.

The vast majority of our donations went to New
College and had spawned a very popular “Buddhism,
Psychology and Mental Health” program. Between its
inception in 2007 to 2014, students enrolled to graduate in
this program went from 20 to 250. One of the core courses
started with 8 students in 2004 and now has 180 students.

Since the summer of 2013, our Foundation has begun
a number of meetings and correspondence with Dr. Mark
Toulouse, the Principal of Emmanuel College of the
University of Toronto to discuss the possibility of supporting
graduate and professional programs in the studies of
Buddhism at his College. During 2014 and 2015, our
Foundation hosted a series of Buddhist chaplaincy
roundtables in the Buddhist community with the first event
held in June 2014 at Ching Kwok Temple attended by the
Reverends Wu De and Jian Zong. Unlike the undergraduate
courses we sponsored previously that focus on academic
studies, these new Buddhist programs would emphasize
academic studies, practice and service in the Dharma. By late

community care settings. In our
discussions with Dr. Toulouse, we
learned that with sufficient financial
backing, he would also support the creation of a Buddhist
institute within his College. Rev. Wu De was also very
enthusiastic about this idea, but his illness progressed so
quickly that he did not have the energy to consider it further.

Victoria University in the University of Toronto and
Emmanuel College contributed $1,500,000, Ching Kwok
Temple contributed $1,000,000 and our Foundation
contributed $100,000 toward this endowment. The Buddhist
Youth Alliance International and the Buddhist Education
Network of Ontario will work on raising the $400,000 in the
coming years to complete the endowment of $3,000,000. A
search will begin in September 2015 for this new professor
who is expected to be appointed in the summer of 2016.

On behalf of all the executives, supporters and
volunteers, I express our deepest gratitude for Rev. Wu De’s
leadership, his perseverance, energy and attention to the
cause of Buddhist education in Canada.¥
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ScotiaBank Toronto Waterfront Marathon/5K Charity Challenge Fundraiser

Join our “Buddha Dharma” Team / Sponsor our Team /Sponsor our Team Members to fundraise for
Studies in Buddhism at U of T

http://www.torontowaterfrontmarathon.com/en/charity/befc.htm

W4k Zswamleeyu@sympatico.ca 416-595-06645% i BuddhistEduFoundation@rogers.com 416-910-4858

Applied Buddhist Studies Initiative
Emmanuel College, University of Toronto
Sponsored in part by the Buddhist Education Foundation of Canada

Loving-Kindness and Mindfulness Meditation Classes
September to November 2015

Applying Mindfulness and Buddhism in Providing Care
a series of three Professional Development Workshops at Emmanuel College

Jan. 30, 2016 (full-day): Acceptance Commitment Therapy
Conducted by: Dr. Kenneth Fung, M.D.
Staff Psychiatrist & Clinical Director of the Asian Initiative in Mental Health Program, Toronto Western Hospital, UHN;
Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry, University of Toronto

Jan, 31, 2016 (full-day): Acceptance and Commitment to Living and Dying
Conducted by: Dr. Jane Smith-Eivemark, D.Min.
Jungian Therapist; Clinical Pastoral Education Supervisor;
Director of Supportive Care, Dr. Bob Kemp Hospice;
Assistant Clinical Professor, Division of Palliative Care, Department of Family Medicine, McMaster University

October 16, 2016 (full-day): Empowering Those who Care for Others: Innate Compassion Training
Conducted by: Professor John Makransky, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Buddhism and Comparative Theology, Boston College, USA;
Guiding Teacher, Foundation for Active Compassion; Senior Academic Advisor and Lecturer,
Kathmandu University Center for Buddhist Studies, Rangjung Yeshe Institute, Bodhanath, Nepal

Conference on Applied Buddhism: Past and Present
October 14-16, 2016
An examination of how Buddhism was applied in traditional cultures of Asia, and how various Buddhist movements have arisen
to adapt to the changing cultural, social, technological and political landscapes in these Buddhist societies, and as well how
Buddhism is being applied in western non-traditional Buddhist cultures.
Keynote Address by Professor John Makransky
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